Schizophyta

395

Fic. 424. Eucapsis alpina, a bine-green alga which divides in two plaaes and
forms cubical colonies embedded in a gelatinous matrix

After Clements and Shantz

FIG. 425. Tetrapedia. gothica

Fic. 426. Tetrapedia emarginata

A single cell and its development into a plate    Four-celled and sixteen-celled
of sixteen cells, (x 625). After Reinsch          colonies. (After Schr6der)

cell. In one group of filamentous blue-
green algae the cells of a filament taper
markedly toward one (Fig. 422) or
both ends. In the majority of fila-
mentous genera there are special cells
known as heterocysts (Figs. 431, 432)
which occur either in or at the ends
of the filaments. These are usually
enlarged cells with thickened walls.

Heterocysts develop from ordinary cells,
and generally lose their pigment and be-
come yellowish as the cell wall thickens.
For a considerable time they are connected
with the adjoining cells by pores which
extend through conspicuous thickenings
at the ends of the cells. When the heter-

Fic.427. Three peculiar types
of bine-green algae
At top, Tetrapedia crux-
michaeli] lower left, Tetra-
pediareinschiana', lower right,
Tetrapedia setigera. (After
Ascher)